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Foreword

The publication of  British Business in China 2006 not only highlights the level of  
British investment in China but it also illustrates the depth of  the commercial 
relationship between the two countries. It also reflects the continuing efforts of  the 
“Britain in China” campaign in seeking to heighten the profile of  the commercial, 
political, cultural, scientific and educational relationships between Britain, Hong 
Kong and China. 

The campaign, and this Directory, are initiatives of  the British Business Forum 
(BBF), which was established in 1995 to bring together the driving forces of  British 
trade and investment in China, both public and private: the British Chambers of  
Commerce in China and Hong Kong, the British Embassy and Consulates, UK Trade 
& Investment (UKTI), the China Britain Business Council (CBBC), the British Council 
and Invest UK.

The unifying force behind the BBF is the promotion of  British trade and commercial 
relations with China, based on a public/private partnership combining the 
resources of  the British Government with those of  British business. With member 
organisations located in major commercial centres of  the PRC; including Beijing, 
Shanghai, Guangzhou, Chongqing, Wuhan, Shenzen and the Hong Kong SAR, the 
BBF is able to bring together an unparalleled network of  local knowledge.  

Increasingly seen as a strategic ‘think tank’, the BBF has also been responsible 
for the identification and development of  a number of  initiatives over time for the 
promotion of  Britain and of  British trade and investment.  The advice and support 
offered by the Embassy, the Consulates and UKTI are matched by the hands-
on experience and commercial expertise of  the Chambers of  Commerce. These 
resources are complemented by the CBBC network of  offices within the PRC which 
facilitates a large number of  inward bound missions.  The BBF’s resources have also 
been mobilised to strengthen investment into Britain through the work of  Invest UK. 
All of  these agencies provide in-depth briefings and analyses as well as a network of  
contacts in the British, Chinese and Hong Kong SAR commercial communities. With 
over 1,800 members, the combined Chambers of  Commerce provide an invaluable 
corporate network. An equally important facet, is that the combined voice of  these 
Chambers represents British commercial interests in an expanding dialogue with 
the governments of  Britain, China and the Hong Kong SAR.

The BBF is delighted to recommend the British Business in China 2006 directory to 
you. As the most definitive source of  information on British business in China, it will 
be a valuable resource for those seeking access to British companies and expertise. 
With the growth of  interest in the China market from an increased number of  middle 
sized UK companies these supporting agencies will grow in the importance of  the 
contribution which they are able to make. As an introduction to British organisations 
dedicated to the promotion of  commercial links between Britain, China and the 
Hong Kong SAR, it will be a ready guide to the advice and support available to you.

British Chambers of  Commerce in China
9 February 2006
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China’s continued economic growth has created unprecedented business 
opportunities in the past few years. China’s accession to the WTO in December 2001; 
the decision to hold the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing; the World Expo in Shanghai 
in 2010, and the establishment of  the ‘Closer Economic Partnership Arrangement’, 
(CEPA), have further added to the economic momentum. 

According to cumulative figures, the United Kingdom (UK) is the European Union’ s 
(EU) number one investor in China, with almost 5,000 investment projects to date. 
The contracted value of  these projects has accumulated to US$24.1 billion, with 
an actual realised value of  US$13.2 billion. In 2005, UK investment into China 
continued to rank as one of  the highest among EU countries with 553 projects 
undertaken, representing a contracted value of  US$965 million.

Despite China’s massive potential, the country remains a vast, fragmented and, at 
times, elusive market. While achieving business success in China can be difficult 
and complex, it is not impossible. The rewards for those companies that persevere 
and have vision and commitment are substantial. For the UK, the development and 
rapidly increasing sophistication of  the China market presents new challenges and 
exciting business opportunities. 

Understanding the opportunities and challenges for British business in China 
remains a core function of  the British Chambers’ of  Commerce in China for 
2006. With the help of  CEPA the Hong Kong Chamber will continue to help service 
suppliers based in the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region gain access to 
the Mainland. The Guangdong Chamber will continue to offer support to British 
businesses in the South, and as infrastructure improves in the South West and 
Central regions British businesses will find the Chambers in Chengdu and Wuhan 
well-placed to offer useful contacts and an insightful understanding of  the area. In 
Shanghai, the Chamber will continue to provide comprehensive advice and assistance 
to British companies operating in and around the city as well as in the lead up to the 
Shanghai World EXPO in 2010. In Beijing – home to the Chinese Central Government 
– the BCCC will continue to help members engage with local government and 
business, and will also focus on ensuring that British businesses are best placed to 
benefit from the unique opportunity for co-operation between the two Olympic host 
cities, Beijing and London.

The Chambers across China will continue to evolve their services to meet the 
diverse needs of  the members, providing comprehensive regional information to 
ensure that all members are fully informed of  important economic developments 
and the resultant business opportunities. Maintaining an active dialogue with both 
government and industry in both countries will be a priority. In light of  this the 
Chambers will be working together, and with all their partners across China, closer 
than ever before. The British Chambers look forward to making sure that members 
are well informed and equipped to manage the challenges, and take full advantage of  
the opportunities this fascinating country has to offer. 

British Business in China: 
The British Chambers of Commerce at Work
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BEIJING
The British Chamber of  Commerce in China (BCCC), has been providing connectivity 
for British businesses in China for over 15 years. Every year, the Chamber builds 
on its close relationships with local authorities and the wider business community. 
In 2006 the BCCC will continue to develop services for its growing membership. 
Currently the BCCC has more than 300 members comprising different international 
businesses. The Chamber provides members with credible, valuable and practical 
advice as well as access to experts from local and international business, in both the 
private and public sectors. Working closely with the British Embassy, UKTI, CBBC, 
CBI and the British Council as well as other local Chambers; hosting issue-related 
and sector-based forums and events, the BCCC will continue to develop the range of  
opportunities that we provide for members in the Beijing business community. As the 
pace of  development quickens in preparation for 2008, and China continues to grow, 
we look forward to welcoming more British businesses to the Capital and to offering 
more unique and valuable services to our members.

British Chamber of  Commerce in China (BCCC)
The British Centre
Room 1001, China Life Tower, 16 Chaoyangmenwai Avenue, Beijing 100020
Tel: +86 10 85251111  Fax: +86 10 85251100
Website: www.pek.britcham.org E-mail: communications@pek.britcham.org

CHENGDU
The British Chamber of  Commerce – Chengdu was established in 1997. It has about 
30 members. The Chamber organises various events with the aim of  providing 
networking opportunities as well as advice and support for British businesses in the 
southwest of  China. 

Secretariat of  BCC Chengdu: China-Britain Business Council Chengdu Office
Room L, 7/F Sichuan International Building, 206 Shuncheng Avenue, Chengdu City, 
Sichuan Province 610015, PRC 
Tel: +86 28 8652 1700 Fax: +86 28 8652 1056
Email: chengdu@cbbc.org.cn

GUANGDONG
The British Chamber of  Commerce – Guangdong was established in 1997 in response 
to the rapidly growing business links between the UK and Guangdong province. It 
is one of  the largest overseas chambers of  commerce in Guangdong with over 150 
corporate and individual members. The Chamber organises a wide range of  different 
events for its members, and provides a forum where members of  the business 
community can get together on a regular basis to share experiences and develop new 
contacts.

The British Chamber of  Commerce – Guangdong
1706 17/F Guangdong International Hotel
339 Huanshi Dong Lu, Guangzhou 510098, PRC
Tel: +86 20 8331 5013 Fax: +86 20 8331 5016
Website: www.britchamgd.com E-mail: admin@britchamgd.com
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HONG KONG
The British Chamber of  Commerce in Hong Kong is an independent, non-government 
body which represents some 500 companies of  all sizes. Our members employ 
over 250,000 people in Hong Kong, and share common business interests, which 
link Britain, the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, and Mainland China. 
The British Chamber was established in 1987, and is one of  Hong Kong’s largest 
international business organisations. 

The British Chamber is a dynamic force that represents the business interests of  
its members both in Hong Kong, Mainland China and the Asia Pacific Region. The 
Chamber represents a broad spectrum of  British, Hong Kong, international and 
Chinese companies, most of  whom share significant commercial interests. British by 
name and character, it actively encourages diversity in its membership.
The British Chamber – where business gets done.

The British Chamber of  Commerce
1201 Emperor Group Centre, 288 Hennessy Road, Wanchai
Tel: +852 2824 2211 Fax: +852 2824 1333
Website: www.britcham.com E-mail: info@britcham.com

SHANGHAI
The British Chamber of  Commerce Shanghai has launched a number of  new 
initiatives for 2006 to further enhance the business focus of  the Chamber, while 
retaining the exciting social and networking opportunities that distinguish BritCham 
Shanghai.  The monthly BritCham Business Forum, a business meeting event bringing 
together people from different companies to discuss specific topics, has been a great 
success and has now been increased to two meetings per month.  In addition there 
are four to five other business oriented events each month with the aim of  bringing 
additional insights into business issues relevant to Shanghai.  The Chamber liaises 
closely with the Consulate to assist new companies coming to Shanghai, to talk to 
visiting Trade Missions, to help resolve regulatory difficulties and to pass members’ 
views back to UK government.  Sector Advisory Panels provide centres of  expertise 
in key industries and allow members to contribute to the Chamber in a flexible way.  
The Beat magazine keeps members up-to-date each month with business articles and 
news from other member companies.

The British Chamber of  Commerce Shanghai
Suite 1703 Westgate Tower, 1038 Nanjing Xi Lu, Shanghai 200041, PRC
Tel: +86 21 6218 5022 Fax: +86 21 6218 5066
Website: www.sha.britcham.org E-Mail: admin@sha.britcham.org

WUHAN
Established in 1997, the British Chamber of  Commerce in Wuhan currently has more 
than 20 corporate members.

The British Chamber of  Commerce – Wuhan
Room 611, International Trade & Commerce Centre, 566 Jianshe Avenue, Wuhan, 
Hubei 430022
Tel: +86 27 8577 0989 Fax: +86 27 8577 0991
E-mail: Wuhan@cbbc.org.cn
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Are you happy with
your partner?
Us: Small but perfectly formed country, 
supportive, visionary, academic and a
good listener, seeks successful business 
partners worldwide.

You: Looking to build strategic business 
alliances, interested in international networks 
and seeking experienced, results driven 
country.

With over 30 years experience in establishing 
partnerships between companies in Wales 
and their counterparts worldwide, our 
international network ensures local support 
and knowledge and we will deliver 100%
to help you find the right Welsh partners.

Interested in getting together?
International Business Wales
could be your perfect match.

Tel:  +44 (0)1443 845500
E-mail:  ein@wales.gsi.gov.uk
Website:  www.walestrade.com

IBW Advert 176 x 250mm.indd 1 26/4/06 4:11:34 pm
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AUSTRALIA
The Australian British Chamber 
of  Commerce
Suite 2, Level 15, 3 Spring Street 
Sydney NSW 2000
Tel: +61 2 9247 6271
Fax: +61 2 9247 6671
Website: www.britishchamber.com 
E-mail: abcc@britishchamber.com
National Chairman: Mr David Slessar
Vice National Chairman: Mr Fred Tinsley
National Treasurer: Mr Graham Brooke

CAMBODIA
The British Business Association of  
Cambodia (BBAC)
PO Box 78, Phnom Penh 
Tel: +855 12 803 891
Fax: +855 23 211 594
E-mail: senaka.fernando@kh.pwc.com
Chairman: Mr Senaka Fernando

INDONESIA
The British Chamber of  Commerce
Wisma Metropolitan I F/15
Jln. Jend. Sudirman Kav. 29-31
Jakarta 12920    
Tel: +62 21 522 9453
Fax: +62 21 527 9135
Website: www.britcham.or.id
E-mail: bisnis@britcham.or.id
Acting Chairman: Mr John B Arnold, OBE 
Vice Chairman: Mr Maxi Gunawan
Honorary Secretary: Mr David Knowles
Treasurer: Mr Stewart Hall

JAPAN
The British Chamber of Commerce in 
Japan
3/F Kenkyusha Eigo Centre Building 1-2 
Kagurazaka 
Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 162-0825
Tel: +813 3267 1901
Fax: +813 3267 1903
Website: www.bccjapan.com
E-mail:info@bccjapan.com
Executive Director: 
Mr Ian de Stains OBE
President: Ms Alison Pockett

KOREA
The British Chamber of Commerce in Korea
20/F Korea SC First Bank Building  
100 Gongyong-dong 
Jongro-gu, Seoul 110-702
Tel: +82 2 720 9406/7
Fax: +82 2 720 9411
Website: www.bcck.or.kr
E-mail: bcck@bcck.or.kr
Secretariat: Jeongmi Seo (Director 
General)
Chairman: Mr Colin McClune

MALAYSIA
The British Malaysian Chamber 
of  Commerce
c/o British High Commission 
185 Jalan Ampang, 0450 Kuala Lumpur
Tel: +60 3 2163 1784/86
Fax: +60 3 2163 1781
Website:  www.bmcc.org.my
E-mail: britcham@bmcc.org.my
Chairman: YBHG Datuk Peter Wentworth
Vice Chairman: Mr Giles Ward

British Chambers of Commerce in Asia Pacifi c
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NEW ZEALAND
The British New Zealand Trade Council
PO Box 37162, Parnell, Auckland
Tel: +649 522 0526
Fax: +649 522 0526
Mr Colin Wilson CBE

PHILIPPINES
The British Chamber of  Commerce 
of  the Philippines
Secretariat Office
c/o British Embassy of  Manila  
17/F 6752 Locsin Building 
Ayala Corner Makati Avenue 
Makati City, Philippines 6001
Tel: +63 2 580 8371-86
Fax: +63 2 893 9073
Website: www.bccphil.com
E-mail: administrator@bccphil.com
Chairman: Geoffrey Short
Vice Chairman: Anthony Barker

PRC
The British Chamber of  Commerce 
in China 
The British Centre 
Room 1001, China Life Tower 
16 Chaoyangmenwai Street, 
Beijing 100020    
Tel: +86 10 8525 1111
Fax: +86 10 8525 1100
Website: www.britcham.org
E-mail: admin@pek.britcham.org
Chairman: Mr Patrick Horgan

The British Chamber of Commerce –
Guangdong
Room 1708A, 17/F Guangdong 
International Hotel, 339 Huanshi Dong 
Lu, Guangzhou 510098
Tel: +86 20 8331 5013
Fax: +86 20 8331 5016
Website: www.can.britcham.org
E-mail: admin@britchamgd.com
Chairman: Mr Jeremy Sargent
Acting Executive Manager: 
Sandy McMillan

The British Chamber of  Commerce in 
Hong Kong
1201 Emperor Group Centre 
288 Hennessy Road, Wanchai
Tel: +852 2824 2211
Fax: +852 2824 1333
Website: www.britcham.com
E-mail: info@britcham.com 
Executive Director: 
Brig Christopher Hammerbeck 
General Manager: Mrs Cynthia Wang

The British Chamber of  Commerce – 
Shanghai 
Unit 1703, Westgate Tower 
1038 Nanjing Xi Lu, Shanghai 200041
Tel: +86 21 6218 5022
Fax: +86 21 6218 5066
Website: www.britcham.org
E-mail: admin@sha.britcham.org
Chairman: Mr Brendan Jennings
Executive Director: Mr Ian Crawford
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The British Chamber of  Commerce – 
Chengdu
Room L 7/F Sichuan International 
Building, 206 Shuncheng Avenue 
Chengdu, Sichuan 610015   
Tel: +86 28 8652 1700
Fax: +86 28 8652 1056
E-mail: chengdu@cbbc.org.cn
Chairman: Mr John Malins
Secretary: Ms Sophie Bao

The British Chamber of Commerce – 
Shenzhen
c/o British Chamber of  Commerce 
– Guangdong                         
E-mail: shenzhen@cbbc.org.cn

The British Chamber of  Commerce – 
Wuhan 
Room 611 
International Trade Commerce Centre 
566 Jian She Avenue, Wuhan 430022
Tel: +86 27 8577 0989
Fax: +86 27 8577 0991
E-mail: cbbcwh@public.wh.hb.cn
Secretary: Ms Mavis Yang 

SINGAPORE
The British Chamber of Commerce, 
Singapore
138 Cecil Street, #11-01Cecil Court
Singapore 069538    
Tel: +65 6222 3552
Fax: +65 6222 3556
Website: www.britcham.org.sg
E-mail: info@britcham.org.sg
President: Mr Jonathan Asherson
Vice President: Mr Terry O’Connor, 
 Mr Paul Supramaniam

TAIWAN
The British Chamber of  Commerce Taipei
Ste 805, 207 Dun Hua North Road
Taipei 10595, Taiwan 
Tel: +886 2 2547 1199
Fax: +886 2 2547 2378
Website: www.bcctaipei.com
E-mail: info@bcctaipei.com
Chairman: Mr Paul Burke
Vice Chairman: Mr David Orchard-Smith
Executive Director: Ms Lee Ting 

THAILAND
The British Chamber of Commerce Thailand
7/F, 208 Wireless Road, 
Lumpini Pathumwan, Bangkok 10330
Tel: +66 2 651 5350-3
Fax: +66 2 651 5354
Website: www.bccthai.com
E-mail: greg@bccthai.com
Chairman: Mr Mark Fraser
Executive Director: Mr Greg Watkins

VIETNAM
The British Business Group, Vietnam
Room 6505, Metropole Hotel 
56 Ly Thai To Street, Hanoi   
Tel: +84 4 936 2420
Fax: +84 4 936 2419
Website: www.bbgv.org
E-mail: bbgvhn@fpt.vn
Chairman: Mr Simon Craig
Vice Chairman: Mr Tony Foster

G/F, 25 Le Duan Street, Ho Chi Minh City
Tel: +84 8 829 8430
Fax: +84 8 822 5172
E-mail: bbgv.hcmc@hcm.fpt.vn
Chairman: Mr Ian Lydall
Vice Chairman: Mr Martyn Davies
Executive Manager: Ms Anya L Burghes-
White





British Business in China 2006XXIV

China-Britain Business Council

The China-Britain Business Council (CBBC) is the United Kingdom’s (UK) leading 
independent source of  China business information, advice, consultancy and services 
for UK industry.

As an independent, business-led organisation, CBBC supports British companies of  
all sizes, providing Business Services, Practical In-Market Assistance and Industry 
Initiatives.  Services are designed to allow companies to gain access to the potential 
of  the China market and develop a sound business strategy – in a fast, cost-effective 
way.  Delivered through a network of  five UK offices and nine China offices, CBBC 
services are available to all UK-based companies. Our membership scheme offers 
enhanced benefits including discounted prices for services, special member-only 
events and information bulletins.

BUSINESS SERVICES
CBBC provides a range of  cost-effective, China business services. These include:
•  Business Advice and Consultancy
•  Management Briefings, Orientation and Mentoring
•  Market Research
•  Information Libraries
•  Seminars and Workshops

PRACTICAL IN-MARKET ASSISTANCE
Services and assistance provided by CBBC’s network of  nine China offices include:
•  Business Meeting Package
•  ‘Launchpad’ and ‘Hotdesk’ Facilities
•  Trade Missions and Exhibitions
•  Translation Services
•  Event Management

INDUSTRY INITIATIVES
CBBC has set up a number of  industry initiatives focusing on key sectors within the 
UK and China markets as well as on vital subjects relating to business practice in 
China that are common to all industries. The scope of  these initiatives is constantly 
reviewed as opportunities for UK business in particular sectors in China are 
identified and issues arise. Currently CBBC’s industry and sector initiatives include:
•  Communication Technologies Forum
•  UK-China IPR Forum
•  Financial Services
•  Science and Technology
•  Education and Training
•  Agribusiness
•  Energy and Environment
•  Sport and Leisure

For more information on CBBC’s services, please visit our website: www.cbbc.org/
about_cbbc/index.html or email: services@cbbc.org
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MEMBERSHIP
CBBC aims to support and assist any UK-based company interested in developing 
its business in China, whatever the company’s size, sector or approach to the 
market.

CBBC membership delivers a comprehensive and cost-effective framework of  China 
business support to companies requiring more than an individual or one-off  service. 
Membership allows companies to take advantage of  our practical range of  services 
exclusively or at special member rates - as well as benefiting from joining the 
biggest, most effective China business network in the UK.
 
Even companies long established in China benefit from membership, taking 
advantage of  the unrivalled network, the opportunities associated with sponsorship 
of  CBBC’s frequent high-profile China business events, regular updates on China 
business issues, and a strong programme of  workshops and seminars.
 
As Britain’s leading China business organisation, CBBC enjoys strong support from 
the UK government, for which it provides China business advice and a number of  
business support services. CBBC’s status allows it to play a vital role in lobbying 
both UK and Chinese officials on matters of  importance to the success of  British 
business in China.

For more information on membership, please visit our website:
http://www.cbbc.org/about_cbbc/benefits.html or email: membership@cbbc.org

CBBC OFFICES
In China, CBBC has offices in: 
•  Beijing •  Chengdu •  Hangzhou 
•  Nanjing  •  Qingdao •  Shanghai  
•  Shenzhen  •  Shenyang •  Wuhan
  
In the UK, CBBC has offices in:
•  London
•  Glasgow
•  Leeds
•  Manchester
•  East of  England

For contact details, please see the maps on pages VIII-IX and X.
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British Embassy & Consulates-General in China

TRADE & INVESTMENT SERVICES
British companies looking to do business in mainland China or the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region (HKSAR), or already active in the region, can access 
a wide range of  services through the British Embassy in Beijing and the British 
Consulates-General in Shanghai, Guangzhou, Chongqing and Hong Kong. Officers 
in the Trade & Investment (T&I) Section in these posts can provide general advice 
on doing business in China and specific information on individual sectors, including 
key contacts. They are also able to give British firms an initial assessment of  the 
potential market for their products or services and advise on possible Chinese 
partners.

In addition, T&I officers, specialise, and can advise about the latest developments 
in each sector and region. They can brief  visitors to China and Hong Kong on the 
overall business environment and supply information about economic and political 
developments relevant to business. They maintain close links with relevant Chinese 
ministries and the HKSAR Government, and can advise on how British firms should 
approach them for greatest effect. T&I officers can also participate in receptions 
and other promotional events where appropriate. 

Working closely with the China-Britain Business Council (CBBC), the British 
Embassy and Consulates-General in mainland China regularly organise seminars 
designed to increase awareness of  innovative British goods and services. Held either 
as stand-alone promotions or as part of  a trade show, these seminars concentrate 
on specific sectors and target an audience of  decision-makers and end-users. Each 
post maintains a calendar of  such exhibitions and events. Further details can be 
found on the UK Trade & Investment website: www.uktradeinvest.gov.uk.

OVERSEAS MARKET INTRODUCTION SERVICE
For a fee, British companies can obtain market advice tailored to their specific 
needs called the Overseas Market Introduction Service (OMIS). The Embassy and 
Consulates-General work with the CBBC in preparing these. Companies should 
contact their local International Trade Adviser listed on www.uktradeinvest.gov.uk 
or the CBBC office in London - for mainland China enquiries, to commission the 
service or seek guidance on so doing from the Embassy/Consulates-General. 

Due to the size and complexity of  the China market, we have divided China into four 
separate regions, which enables UK Trade and Investment to provide customers with 
more detailed coverage of  a specific region.  Each region is charged as a separate 
market.

Set out below is the pricing levels available and give an indication of  the service 
level required to give customers an appropriate service.
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Northern China – northern provinces centre around Beijing.
Eastern China – centred around China’s commercial capital Shanghai, and its 
neighbouring provinces Jiangsu, Zhejiang and Anhui.

South China – Focussing on the Pearl River Delta region of  Guangdong Province and 
the main coastal cities of  Fujian Province, including Guangxi and Hainan.

South West China – centred around China’s most populous city, Chongqing (Sichuan, 
Yunnan, Guizhou).

A customer can select three different levels of  service for each defined market area.

Region one only – single service level (£400, £800, £1600)
Region two only – single service level
Region three only – single service level
For two regions – doubled service level (i.e £800, £1600, £3200)
For three regions – trebled service level (i.e £1200, £2400, £4800)

If  you remain uncertain at this stage then you may wish to contact the commercial 
team to discuss your requirements.  The single service level will provisionally be 
allocated for this selection.
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Established in May 1952, the China Council for the Promotion of  International Trade
(CCPIT) comprises VIPS, enterprises and organisations representing the economic 
and trade sectors in China. It is the most important and the largest institution for 
the promotion of  foreign trade in China.
The aims of  the CCPIT are to:
•  Promote foreign trade and investment
• Introduce advanced foreign technologies
•  Promote Sino-foreign economic and technological co-operation
• Promote development of  economic and trade relations between China and the 

rest of  the world
• Promote the mutual understanding and friendship between China and other 

nations

With the approval of  the Chinese government, the CCPIT adopted another name 
- The China Chamber of  International Commerce (CCOIC) in 1988, which is used 
simultaneously with CCPIT. The CCPIT admits members from enterprises all over 
China and promotes trade through conferences and exhibitions, the provision of  
information and legal assistance.

The CCPIT network covers all parts of  China and all trades and industries in the 
country.  Currently, there are 49 local branch offices, 18 industrial branch offices, 
more than 600 sub-level branch offices and county-level chambers of  commerce, 
and more than 60,000 member enterprises.

The CCPIT also operates 15 representative offices in Australia, Belgium, Britain, 
Canada, the Dominican Republic, France, Germany, the Hong Kong SAR, Italy, Japan, 
Mexico, Russia, South Korea, the United Arab Emirates and the United States of  
America.

China Council for the Promotion of  International Trade (CCPIT)/
China Chamber of  International Commerce (CCOIC)
1 Fuxingmenwai Street, Beijing 100860, PRC
Tel: +86 10 6801 3344 (Operator)/6803 4830
Fax: +86 10 6803 0747, 68011370
Website: www.ccpit.org
E-mail: ccpit@ccpit.org

China Council for the Promotion of International Trade
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The British Council

GLOBAL NETWORK
British Council is the UK’s international organisation for educational and cultural 
relations.  In mainland China, the British Council operates as the Cultural and 
Education Section of  the British Embassy in Beijing and of  the British Consulates-
General in Shanghai, Guangzhou and Chongqing.  In Hong Kong, the term British 
Council is used.

The British Council creates opportunity for people worldwide in education, English-
language teaching, the arts, science, governance and information, through a 
network of  230 offices and teaching centres in 110 countries.  The British Council 
throughout China builds long-term partnerships by coordinating schemes and 
projects that bring together British and Chinese people and institutions.  In Hong 
Kong, we have a large teaching centre.

WORKING WITH CHINA
The British Council helps British and Chinese organisations work together in support 
of  China’s education, legal, economic and related reforms.  Among other things, the 
British Council sets up Sino-UK links and provides UK expertise in promoting public 
understanding, professionalism and quality management in these areas.

GATEWAY TO UK EDUCATION
The British Council creates educational opportunities for people in China by 
providing free information and advice on studying in the UK, and by managing 
examinations and scholarships on behalf  of  UK educational and professional 
institutions, and by working with UK alumni on their return.

PROMOTING THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE
The British Council assists language-teaching professionals in China to promote 
wider and more effective learning of  the English language.  In addition, the British 
Council runs examination centres in 10 Chinese cities, providing people with the 
opportunity to assess and document their skills.

CONTACT THE BRITISH COUNCIL
To contact the British Council in either China or Hong Kong, please refer to the 
Britain in China map on pages VIII-IX.
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PRC Government Organisations and Ministries

Chinese Communist Party
General Secretary: 

Hu Jintao State Council Premier:
Wen Jiabao

National People's 
Congress 

Chairman: Wu Bangguo

Ministry of  National 
Defence

Minister: Cao Gangchuan

National Development & 
Reform Commission

Minister: Ma Kai

Ministry of  Foreign Affairs
Minister: Li Zhaoxing

Ministry of  Education
Minister: Zhou Ji

Commission of  
Science, Technology & 

Industry for National Defence
Minister: Zhang Yunchuan

Ministry of  Public Security
Minister: Zhou Yongkang

Ministry of  Science &
Technology

Minister: Xu Guanhua

Ministry of  Supervision
Minister: Li Zhilun

Ministry of  State Security
Minister: Xu Yongyue

Ministry of  Justice
Minister: Wu Aiying

Ministry of  Finance
Minister: Jin Renqing

Ministry of  Personnel
Minister: Zhang Bolin

Ministry of  Land 
& Resources

Minister: Sun Wensheng

Ministry of  Construction
Minister: Wang Guangtao

Ministry of  Railways
Minister: Liu Zhijun

Ministry of  Information
Industry

Minister: Wang Xudong

Ministry of  Water Resources
Minister: Wang Shucheng

Ministry of  Agriculture
Minister: Du Qinglin

Ministry of  Culture
Minister: Sun Jiazheng

Ministry of  Health
Minister: Gao Qiang

National Population & Family
Planning Commission

Minister: Zhang Weiqing

State Ethnic Affairs
Commission

Minister: Li Deksu

Ministry of  Civil Affairs
Minister: Li Xueju

Ministry of  Labour &
Social Security

Minister: Tian Chengpin

Ministry of  Communications
Minister: Li Shenglin

Ministry of  Commerce
Minister: Bo Xilai

People's Bank of  China
Governor: Zhou Xiaochuan

National Audit Office
Auditor-General: Li Jinhua
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Business Tips for Investing in China

While it may be getting easier, investing in any business venture in China still 
requires a lot of  initial groundwork. A thorough investigation of  your desired market 
is essential – particularly in light of  the rapidly evolving changes in the investment 
environment – while research into the Chinese culture and traditions will help build 
the required business relationships. As it may take a while before your venture 
makes a profit, patience and a long–term strategy are also advised. Following are 
some pointers that might help.

ESTABLISHING OPERATIONS
If  you are thinking of  investing:
• Know what you want in terms of  market and geographical coverage – this is not 

just a question of  what China can offer but also a process of  critically identifying 
your own strengths and weaknesses.

• Identify sources of  information – Chinese and foreign, or public and private.
• Consider all available business options from contractual arrangements including  

agency, licensing and sub–contracting, to investment vehicles.

If  you decide to go ahead:
• Look creatively at investment structures – including the involvement of  multiple 

foreign and Chinese partners.
• Check business licences of  any potential partner at the earliest stage.
• Identify reliable and experienced advisors (ideally with local recommendations 

and references) early on and build them into your team; take advice before 
decisions are made rather than afterwards.

• Appraise potential candidates carefully and ideally with professional assistance.
• Be aware that a Chinese partner may have other responsibilities – consider 

carefully how these may impact on your chosen business.
• Be realistic in expectations of  all parties – your own company and any Chinese  

partner.
• See your documentation as a guide to respective responsibilities; make sure 

everyone (and not just the lawyer) can understand it and sees it as a reference 
for cooperation. 

• See board structures as the formal representation of  an ongoing process – brief   
annual appearances are a major cause of  problems in cooperative relationships.

FINDING BUSINESS PARTNERS
Advice, including assistance in business formation and the identification of  joint-
venture partners and other business counterparts, can be obtained from a number 
of  sources: 
• Consultancies – there are a large number of  Chinese and foreign consultancies 

able to provide assistance in the identification of  a Chinese partner.
• UK business promotion bodies – this guide introduces the China–Britain 

Business Council (with offices in China and the UK) as well as the resources of  
the British Embassy and Consulates, the British Chambers of  Commerce and 
Councils (in China), and the Department of  Trade and Industry in the UK.

• Chinese government bodies, ministries and local bodies, are also sources of  
information about possible partners, but candidates must be carefully and 
independently appraised.
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Useful Websites 

CHINA-UK ORGANISATIONS
British Chambers of  Commerce in China  www.britcham.org
British Council     www.britishcouncil.org
China-Britain Business Council   www.cbbc.org
Confederation of  British Industry   www.cbi.org.uk
Department of  Trade & Industry   www.dti.gov.uk
Foreign & Commonwealth Office    www.fco.gov.uk
Great Britain China Centre    www.gbcc.org.uk
UK Trade & Investment    www.uktradeinvest.gov.uk

CHINESE GOVERNMENT ENTITIES
China Council for the Promotion 
of  International Trade    www.ccpit.org
Ministry of  Foreign Affairs    www.fmprc.gov.cn
Ministry of  Commerce    www.mofcom.gov.cn
National Bureau of  Statistics of  China  www.stats.gov.cn

OTHER ORGANISATIONS
American Chamber of  Commerce in China  www.amcham-china.org.cn
Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation   www.apecsec.org.sg
Asia Society     www.asiasociety.org
Asia Society Online Information Service  www.asiasource.org
Canada-China Business Council   www.ccbc.com
US-China Business Council   www.uschina.org

HONG KONG ORGANISATIONS
British Chamber of  Commerce in Hong Kong www.britcham.com
British Consulate General Hong Kong  www.britishconsulate.org.hk
Hong Kong Trade Development Council  www.tdctrade.com
Hong Kong General Chamber of  Council  www.hkgcc.org.hk
Invest Hong Kong     www.investhk.gov.hk

NEWS MEDIA
Asia Inc. Online     www.asia-inc.com
Asiamoney     www.asiamoney.com
Chinese Business World    www.cbw.com
China Daily     www.chinadaily.net
China Online     www.chinaonline.com
Far Eastern Economic Review   www.feer.com
People’s Daily     www.peopledaily.com.cn
Sinofile     www.sinofile.net
South China Morning Post    www.scmp.com
The Standard     www.thestandard.com.hk
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Reading List

The Art of War by Sun Tzu

Being Eurasian: Memories Across Racial Divides by Vicky Lee

The Business Environment in Hong Kong by Ng Sek Hong

A Business in Risk: Jardine Matheson and the Hong Kong Trading Industry by Carol 
Matheson Connell

Business Restructuring in Hong Kong: Strengths and Limits of Post-Industrial Capitalism 
by Ng Sek Hong

China Business: The Rules of the Game by Carolyn Blackman

China Business Guide: Gateway to the Land of Opportunities

The China Investor: Getting Rich with the Next Superpower by Cesar Bacani

The China Miracle: Development Strategy and Economic Reform by Justin Yifu Lin

Chinese Etiquette & Ethics in Business: A Penetrating Analysis of the Morals and Values 
That Shape the Chinese Business Personality by Boye Lafayette De Mente

From Elephant to Jaguar: How to Win in China with Management Consultants by Gregg Li

Getting Along with the Chinese for Fun and Profit by Fred Schneiter

The Fragrant Chinese by Anthony Lawrence

The Hong Kong Advantage by Michael J. Enright

The Hong Kong Financial System: A New Age by Simon S. M. Ho

A History of Hong Kong by Frank Welsh

Hong Kong by Jan Morris

The Hong Kong Reader: Passage to Chinese Sovereignty by Ming K. Chan

Hong Kong Remembers by Sally Blyth

Mr. China by Tim Clissold

Myself a Mandarin: Memoirs of a Special Magistrate by Austin Coates

Prisoner of the Turnip Heads: The Fall of Hong Kong and Imprisonment by the Japanese 
by George Wright-Nooth 

Setting Up in Hong Kong by Fiona Campbell

Sourcing China & Hong Kong: Sourcing, Buying & Project Managing in China and Hong 
Kong by Ziv Rotem–Bar

Voices From the Past: Hong Kong 1842-1918 by Solomon Bard


